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history of the city, the Museum takes you o
gy, paleontology and current environmental
neteenth century, it was originally related to
the Mineralogy and Zoology course of the University of Ferrara. In the 1930s, the so called
"Foursided Area of Culture” was planned in the central area of via Palestro, via de Pisis and
via Boldini, where the old complex of Sant’Anna was located, hosting the city hospital up
fo a few years before. With this new urban planning by Carlo Savonuzzi from Ferrara, the
new seat of the Museum was built and it opened in 1937 But it only started to thrive after
World War I, when new items were added to the rich collection of recovered and restored
material from the Nineteenth century, and the institute officially opened to the public again.
Since the 1990s the Museum has gained momentum, especially in the fields of scientific
education and research.

THE WHOLE WORLD IN A MUSEUM

Dating back to the Nineteenth century, the rich heritoge of the Natural History Museum of

Deeply rooted in its territory and sfeepe& in the
a charming journey through ge

Ferrara was collected thanks to citizens” donations. In many cases, they were people from
Ferrara who were living in other continents or had travelled for adventure around Africa,
Asia and the Americas. In parficular, you can see that the zoological collections encompass
all the big zoogeographic regions delineating fauna distribution in the world, allowing you
fo see the huge variety of life forms living on our Planet. The big Polar Bear symbolizes the
history of these collections. But the Museum also keeps and displays a lof of new specimens,
whose number has grown a lot, especially in the past few decades. In particular, new spe-
cimens coming from different places were added fo the collection of Birds, noteworthy for
their appearance as well as their scientific and educational value. It is worth highlighting that
today no animal is purposely killed for a scientific museum’s collection.

The obvious reason is a strong nature-oriented policy focusing on biodiversity conservation,
a basic rule for a modern Natural History Museum. New specimens are roadkills, animals
subject fo judicial attachment (poaching), and animals died in livestocks and zoological
gardens and parks.

LANDSCAPES OF THE EARTH
, This is the most recent department of the Museum,
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s - - P %3 it includes about one third of the Museum's exhibi-
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and the huge variety of landscapes and life forms

of the world we live in. “landscapes of the Earth”

deals with general environmental fopics through
examples from the local ferritory and the Ferrara area. Along with many showcases with
fauna, flora, fossil and rock specimens, the exhibition itinerary includes multimedia displays,
models, and representations of environments. This section is divided into 3 parts: “Reading
the Environment”, “Traces of Time" and “Earth in Progress”, each marked with a green, blue
or orange upper band inside the showcases. The first 2 also feature full-size models of Apen-
nines and Po Valley environments (dioramas), where you can see animals and plants. “Earth
in Progress” displays the main Earth Science topics through rock samples, fossils and models,
among which a notable representation of a rock sequence of the Alps, almost 4 metres high,

used fo understand the paleoenvironmental information that can be “read” in the rocks.

JEWELS OF THE EARTH

What are minerals@ You can look for an answer in this “hall” of minerals, an extended room
where minerals and their properties are classified. Minerals are made up of one or more of
over 100 chemical elements existing on Earth. There are over 4000 known mineral species,
divided info 9 classes according to their chemical composition and crystal structure. Here
you can see minerals for each of those classes; among them, a large sample of milky quartz
from Madagascar weighing more than 15 kg stands out. You will be able to discover the
numerous properties of minerals, such as fluorescence, magnetism and radioactivity, measu-
red by the GeigerMiller counter.

FOOTPRINTS OF LIFE

This section most closely resembles the setup presented by then-director Mario Canella in
1952. Therefore, the paleontology room is a valuable historic evidence of the time when it
was designed, and it features important collections such as the Conti collection, including
hundreds of fossil molluscs coming from Pleistocene layers of Monte Mario in Rome. This
section features some of the main groups of invertebrate fossils, with the well-known ammo-
nites and brachiopod fossils. Other highlights are the fish collection coming from the famous
fossil field of Bolca (Veronal), datfing back to about 50 million years ago, and the fullsize
model of a Plesiosaur's skelefon, a big marine predator who lived in the age of dinosaurs.

HER MAJESTY, THE CONDOR

The first of the 3 zoology sections boasts 2 majestic Andean condors, prepared in the se-
cond half of the Nineteenth century. In this room you can also see many more Birds, Fish,
Amphibians and Reptiles, and follow the evolutionary process through which sea water
Vertebrates colonised fresh water and dry land. Invertebrates are there as well, especially
organisms with jointed legs like Arthropods, a large category including insects, spiders, and
scorpions. Among them, Insects feature the highest number of species (more than 1 million).

OUR BIG FAMILY

This zoology section of the Museum is an excellent introduction fo Mammals' natural history
and evolution. The room boasts a giant anfeater from South America, who has very sfrong
nails used fo destroy ant and termite nests, which it feeds on thanks to its long tongue.
Another highlight is the skull of the very rare Franciscana or La Plata dolphin (pontoporial,
who lives in the coastal Atlantic waters of South America. In Mammals, sometimes fetal deve-
lopment can be abnormal, as in the case of the twoheaded calf who lived only a few days
after birth. Part of this section includes Molluscs, a group of animals without vertebras who
were able to adapt fo, and colonise, a range of very different environments (sea, freshwater
and dry land), diversifying in a high number of species.

A LIFE WITHOUT A SKELETON

The itinerary through the Museum ends in the last section, dedicated to organisms at both
ends of the evolutionary process, from sponges fo animals with vertebras. You can see spon-
ges, jellyfish, corals, actinias, and worms of various evolutionary lineages, either freeliving
or parasites. This room closes the Vertebrates itinerary, as well as the travel in the world of
Mammals. Among the most interesting specimens, you can see the cougar preying a mon-
key, and a beautiful dwarf leopard or ocelot. The baby fapir and elephant zangs are worth
noficing, too. Among Primates you can see some very rare species, such as the guereza
with its beautiful black fur and white fringes, and the golden lion tamarin. Other highlights
are the skeletons of the big bat and the young chimpanzee, the latter remarkably resembling
the human species in its anatomy.
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OF NATURE
AND SCIENCE

A GUIDE TO THE MUSEUM

MUSEO DI QUALITAB

Museo di qualita is approved by Isfituio
per i Beni Artistici, Culturali ed Ambientali
Regione Emilia-Romagna

e-mail: museo.storianaturale@comune fe. it

Opening times

From Tuesday to Sunday
09.00 - 18.00

Closed on Mondays
Tickets

Full price: 4€

Reduced price: 2€

Free entry for pupils and their teachers
(upon reservation)

and for visitors under 18

Public local buses from the train station,
lines 1 and 9 (first stop Corso Gioveccal

Parkings available nearby

Follow us on
storianaturale.ferrara
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